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The thirteen-storied pagoda towering
at the foot of the Kiyomori-bashi
Bridge is called the Kiyomori-zuka
Tomb (prefecturally-designated
cultural property). It had been said to
be the tombstone of Taira-no-
Kiyomori, but it was discovered that it
was not a tomb but a memorial
column. The Biwa-zuka Pagoda, a
Biwa-shaped ancient tomb, next to it
has been said to be the tombstone of
Taira-no-Tsunemasa, who was a
master of Biwa (Japanese lute). Both
of them were moved to the current
location due to the railroad expansion

project for the municipal electric
railway.
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Una esperienza veramente interessante era quella della sala
dei videogiochi. Sembra che questi servizi di intrattenimento
4 siano veramente essenziali nella cultura giapponese. Una sala
| g ;g‘ “ del genere offre una varie_té enorme di video_giochi_ che non
b —m 'w . sono soltanto per i bambini ma anche per gli adulti. Entrando
'_ in una delle sale, si pud vedere uomini di affari ma anche
I’LF% b & ﬁg ﬁ *. studenti della scuola media mentre giocano a uno di questi
giochi. Una sala dei videogiochi ha un atmosfera veramente
‘ — speciale: il rumore e le luci creano quasi un altro universo
_ . dentro l'edificio. Uno puo entrate sia durante la notte sia
".' : durante la giornata: queste sale sono sempre piene di
‘x‘ R persone che vogliono rilassarsi. Si pud vedere dei giocatori
veramente bravi, quasi virtuosi. Ci sono videogiochi di ogni
tipo: azione, musica, anime, eccetera. Uno pud anche cercare
di pescare un giocattolo oppure prendersi una foto in uno
dei photobooth.
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While exploring Kagurazaka, my friend and | decided to
sample some traditional Japanese treats at a wagashi shop.
We tried delicious mochi and daifuku, but the moment | saw
the mitarashi dango, | knew | had found something special. It
looked heavenly - small rice balls, which | guessed were filled
with creamy custard, were stuck appetizingly on a stick, and
covered in what appeared to be a perfect caramel topping.
There were only two sticks of dango left, and the woman in
front of us in line bought one. | was so worried | wouldn't get
a chance to try the beautiful dessert!

| was so excited when | finally paid for my mitarashi dango.
This was it! The moment of truth! | took a great big bite and
grimaced. My mouth was filled with a doughy rice ball
covered not in caramel, but in a thick, sticky, soy sauce
based paste. My dreams were shattered. | struggled to finish
the mouthful, feeling a bit betrayed.

The dango was definitely not my favorite food in Japan, but it
was memorable. It was a fun reminder that Japan is a totally
new experience for me - and that it has many surprises and
treasures waiting to be discovered. It taught me to keep an
open mind, avoid assumptions, and always be prepared to try
something new.
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| particularly loved "Skipa", a tiny cafeteria in a small lane next
to the main Kagurazaka street. The green tea with milk was
delicious, the atmosphere inside is cosy and warm, it is full of
small colorful objects that entertain your sight. Take a break
from the city (in the city)!

Quando ho incontrato "Skipa" e' stato amore a prima vista. E'
successo cosl', per caso, quando Johannes Hartel ha deciso
di svoltare a sinistra per esplorare uno di quei piccoli vicoli
annessi alla strada principale. Si tratta di una caffetteria
davvero originale, molto silenziosa, con pochi posti a sedere
(tavoli e sedie rigorosamente di legno), piena di oggetti carini
che catturano l'attenzione. Vale davvero la pena entrare ed
ordinare un te' verde con latte.

Venez découvrir la France a Tokyo! Situé dans
I'arrondissement de Shinjuku, le quartier historique de
Kagurazaka et ses alentours vous offrent plusieurs cafés,
bars, et restaurants francophones pour guérir votre
nostalgie. Certes, la majorité de ces locaux ne sont pas
authentiques, mais sont |la pour attirer des habitants de
Tokyo qui désirent avoir une expérience francaise. Plusieurs
propriétaires, comme vous pouvez voir sur cette photo, n'ont
pas une grande maitrise du francais. Il y a quand-méme des
serveurs ou propriétaires réellement francais. N'oubliez pas
de visiter Kagurazaka!
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It was the first time in my life when | was able to touch a
ceiling. I'm only 161 cm tall - it is considered short in Russia
and post-Soviet countries- but this particular Shinjuku
passage seemed rather low even for me.
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